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Canoe to visit Monsieur Davion, a missionary priest,
who was sick. I left my Canoe 4 leagues from the
River, at the foot of a Hill where there are 5 or 6
Cabins. The Road by land, which is 2 leagues long,
is fairly good. I found Piakimina-trees loaded with
fruit, and many Coupal-trees that yielded gum. We
passed on our Route through Canes that were 40
feet high, and as thick as one’s arm. The stalks of
the corn that we call indian corn are more than 15§
or 20 feet high, as are also the sunflowers, and thick
in proportion. We saw 5 or 6 hamlets, consisting of
but few Cabins; and I was Astonished that Savages
who so seldom see Frenchmen should manifest
so little curiosity —except at Monsieur Davion’s
village, where all the people escorted me to the
house of that devoted missionary, whom I found ill
in bed with fever. He arose on the following day,
to receive communion at my mass, and went out, for
the first time, to visit some Cabins with me. He
spoke to me with much frankness about His mission,
which he is beginning to establish; and God blesses
his Zeal and the study that he has made of the
language, which he is beginning to speak better
than might usually be expected from a person of
His age. In his mission, 3 different languages are
spoken: the Iakou, with 30 Cabins; the Ounspik,
with 10 or 12 Cabins; and the Toumika, who are in
7 hamlets, consisting in all of 50 or 6o small Cabins.
He devotes himself entirely to the last-named lan-
guage; and, as the Toumika are the most numerous,
the Mission bears their name.® They are very
docile; polygamy is rare among them; but their
caprice and the custom of the country authorize
divorce for almost nothing,—the result being that



